FROM 14 TO 18 JUIN 2023

From Wednesday 14 to Sunday 18 June 2023,

join me on a superb road trip running
from Reims to Chamonix Mont-Blanc!
What would life be without a little pleasure?
Today, my pleasure is spending a good deal of my time giving back to the motorsport industry in recognition of
what it has given me.
Connecting Reims to Chamonix has been a long-held dream of mine.
This dream is about connecting two cities and two racetracks where I have had the fortune of organising a
number of major events. In Reims, at Les Week-Ends de l’Excellence Automobile, we recreated the legendary
Circuit de Reims-Gueux over 7 km, and in Chamonix, the 24 Heures sur Glace on the now iconic Circuit du
Grépon.
Running from the capital of Champagne through to the capital of mountaineering, get ready for a sensational
experience, packed with surprises. Among them is an exclusive dinner at Château du Clos de Vougeot, where
I was made a Chevalier du Tastevin in 2020.
Whether behind the wheel or sampling a fine wine, the Driver’s Rally Reims-Chamonix is filled with some
wonderful moments. The rally’s spirit is, once again, one of simplicity, conviviality and passion.
See you on Wednesday 14 June in Reims for 4 days of pure magic to discover France’s exceptional beauty!
Sportingly yours, Franz Hummel

3 STAGES FOR EVERYONE WITH A LOVE FOR LIFE.
I Day 1: Reims-Gueux > Château du Clos de Vougeot
The Driver’s Rally Reims-Chamonix will start from the legendary Circuit de Reims-Gueux, where Franz was the
instigator behind the circuit’s infrastructure classification. Following a series of less-travelled routes, it will head
to the Circuit de l’Auxois Sud for a session around the race track. Day one will continue along the Bourgogne wine
route, before reaching Château du Clos de Vougeot for an exclusive evening event.

I Day 2: Château du Clos de Vougeot > Nyon (Switzerland)
The second stage takes participants to Nyon, to the shores of Lake Geneva. Before crossing the Swiss border, we will
pass through Arbois in the Jura, with a stop for lunch at the celebrated Domaine de la Pinte. Then, following a road
that will be closed to the public especially for the occasion, drivers can try out one of the special stages of the Rallye
Ain-Jura, with the help of extremely precise, rally-style note-taking. But there’s no stopwatch required here. Having
fun is all that counts.

I Day 3 : Nyon (Switzerland) > Chamonix Mont-Blanc
The third stage departs from the shores of Lake Geneva and passes through the Swiss vineyards before gaining
altitude after Martigny. We will pass by the Col de la Forclaz, Emosson and the Col des Montets. These routes will
appeal to anyone who loves winding roads, beautiful landscapes and the fresh fragrance of mountain pastures!
Our rally will conclude at the foot of Mont Blanc with a convivial evening event worthy of the 24 Heures sur Glace
de Chamonix.

2023
THE PLEASURE OF
ONE RACE CIRCUIT
TO THE OTHER!

WHERE?
From Reims to Chamonix Mont-Blanc France

WHEN?

Organised as a road trip, our 3-stage Driver’s Rally ReimsChamonix covers around 250 km per day. It will start from the
legendary Circuit de Reims-Gueux.

Wednesday 14 to Sunday 18 June 2023.

It will finish in Chamonix, close to the Circuit du Grépon, made
famous by the 24 Heures sur Glace de Chamonix.

An event open to all types of sports, classic
and modern cars of all generations, with a
limited total number.

Our rally is an event open to all types of sports, classic and
modern cars of all generations.
The Driver’s Rally Reims-Chamonix runs almost entirely on
public roads. This means that the highway code must be strictly
observed for the entire route.
Registration is officially open. Get ready to enjoy a fun-packed
rally in the company of fellow enthusiasts!

WHAT?

HOW?
Covering almost 800 km in 3 days, from Reims
to Chamonix Mont-Blanc.

HOW MUCH?

€4,650 excluding VAT, i.e. €5,580 including
VAT (20%).

CIRCUIT DE REIMS-GUEUX:
A UNIQUE HERITAGE!
Located just 5 km from Reims, the Circuit de Reims-Gueux is a landmark in automotive
history. With a racetrack spanning more than 7 km, this motor racing road circuit was
used for the first time in 1926 for the 2nd Grand Prix de la Marne. Over the years, Louis
Chiron, Tazio Nuvolari and Jean-Pierre Wimille have added their names to the list of
champions.
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In 1938, the Circuit de Reims-Gueux hosted the French Grand Prix, which was won by Manfred
von Brauchitsch driving a Mercedes W154. During the 1950s and 1960s, it hosted the 12 Heures de
Reims, a real rival to the 24 Heures du Mans. This race led to the victory of drivers such as Stirling
Moss (1953), Olivier Gendebien (1958), Graham Hill (1964), Jean Guichet (1965), Pedro Rodriguez
(1965) or Jo Schlesser (1967).
Reims-Gueux was also the venue for the 1965 Euro F3 International Speed Championship, won
by Jean-Pierre Beltoise as well as the Reims F2 Grand Prix, won by Jackie Stewart in 1968 and
François Cevert in 1969.
Prior to closing in 1972, this legendary racetrack also hosted 14 French Formula 1 Grands
Prix, with winners such as Juan Manuel Fangio, Jim Clark and Jack Brabham. A whole host of
champions!
Amazing experiences on Les Week-Ends de l’Excellence Automobile
From 2007 to 2010, Franz Hummel and his team wanted to breathe new life into this circuit with Les
Week-Ends de l’Excellence Automobile, an event combining cars and motorbikes on a racetrack,
re-created for the occasion.
Highlights from Les Week-Ends de l’Excellence include Jean Alesi at the wheel of a Mercedes
Streamliner with which Juan Manuel Fangio won here in 1954, a historic handshake between
Giacomo Agostini and Phil Read after years of disagreement, Bonhams sales, featuring BMW
Classic and Skoda, which brought the cars out of their museum for the first time. There have also
been air shows by La Patrouille de France, La Patrouille Cartouche Doré, La Patrouille Breitling
Jet Team and the iconic Air France DC3. Renaud Ecalle, the late 2009 World Aerobatic Champion
also appeared.
Les Week-Ends de l’Excellence Automobile came to an end in 2010, as it had become increasingly
challenging from a safety point of view to close the 7 km of roads.

AN OPENING EVENING IN THIS PRESERVED TREASURE

Over the years, Franz has not only been responsible for resurrecting the Circuit de ReimsGueux. He was also the instigator behind the classifications of its infrastructure. Everyone can
now appreciate the tremendous restoration work carried out by Jean-François Prévot and the
Circuit de Gueux Friends Association. You will also be able to admire this work during the Driver’s
Rally Reims-Chamonix opening evening. It will partly be held in the entirely-restored André
Lambert Pavilion with dinner, served with Champagne Taittinger.

CHÂTEAU DU CLOS DE VOUGEOT :
AN EXCEPTIONAL EVENING EVENT!
After Champagne, it’s time for Bourgogne! In 2020, a few years after being made a Chevalier
de l’Ordre des Coteaux de Champagne at Château de la Marquetterie with Ari Vatanen, Franz
Hummel had the pleasure of being appointed Chevalier du Tastevin at Château du Clos de
Vougeot. This official guild was founded in November 1934 in Nuits-Saint-Georges to promote
the traditions of Burgundy, Burgundy wines and Burgundy gastronomy.
This 12th and 16th century chateau, in the heart of the prestigious Clos-Vougeot, is where Franz
invites you to an exclusive Driver’s Rally evening event. This dinner, to be held on Thursday, 15
June will be served with some exceptional Burgundy wines. An unforgettable moment.

DOMAINE DE LA PINTE :
LUNCH IN THE HEART OF THE ARBOIS
AOC.
In 1936, the wines of Arbois in the Jura were among the first French AOCs. In 1953, Burgundyborn Roger Martin founded La Domaine de la Pinte by planting 14 hectares of Savagnin. At the
time, it was the largest vineyard in the Jura devoted to this grape variety.
Vincent & Catherine Martin have been take care of the 34-hectare family estate, producing
biodynamic certified wines since 2009. On Friday 16 June, we will have the opportunity to
taste some of their magnificent production during a lunch at the estate. Sample with restraint,
because as the local saying goes, «plus on en boit, plus on va droit!»

AN EXCLUSIVE DRIVING SESSION AND
A SPECIAL RALLY EVENT
On Thursday, 15 June, during the stage between Circuit de Reims-Gueux and Château du Clos
de Vougeot, you will have the chance to take part in an exclusive driving session at Circuit de
l’Auxois Sud. You will quickly understand how your vehicle behaves along this very technical 1.4
km track, with a back straight over 400 m long.
Then, on Friday, 16 June, we will tackle a route closed especially for you, where you can test
your driving skills on sections of the Rallye Ain-Jura circuit used for special races, with the
help of extremely precise, rally-style note-taking.

A prestigious partner.

Franz Hummel
Racing driver, record holder and event organiser.
As a child, he would watch his father race round the
mythical Autodrome de Linas-Montlhéry, close to Paris.
And, since that moment, the car bug’s never left him!
As a racing driver, he finished 3rd in the 1973 Volant
Shell on the Magny-Cours Circuit and became an
instructor for the prestigious Winfield Racing School.
In 1975, he took part in his first 24 Hours of Le Mans
with a Lola Roc 2 liters. In 1977, he raced in the Monte
Carlo Rally with a Renault Alpine and the 24 Hours of
Le Mans with a Porsche 934 Turbo. In 1986, along with
Jean-Pierre Malcher, he won the 6th edition of the 24hour Chamonix Ice Race with a Works sponsored Citroën
Visa. In 1992, he participated in the 1st edition of ParisMoscow-Beijing.
As a record holder, he has literally pulverized several
cross continental times, including the solo drive
from Cape Town to Algiers (Vidéo click: Transafrican
Challenge 1990).

With this still-unbeaten record, he won the «1991 Master
of Human Adventure» adventure ahead of Hubert Auriol
& Ari Vatanen. Franz was awarded the Legion of Honour
in 2006 by the great mountaineer Maurice Herzog for
his motor racing achievements and as automobile
event organiser, his second passion. He was involved
in the 1970 Ronde Hivernale (Wintertime Round) and
continued to develop the 24-hour Chamonix Ice Race.
Based on an idea from Rémi Depoix, Franz launched
the Festival Automobile de Chamonix handin-hand with
Rémi. Franz also created ice races in Canada, Finland,
Italy and Russia with the FIA. As well as Les Week-Ends
de l’Excellence Automobile de Reims-Gueux and Les
Grandes Heures Automobiles on the Autodrome where
he would watch his father race.
Franz is still bringing car enthusiasts incredible gettogethers today with the Driver’s Rally events. He will
always be fuelled and driven by his passion.

Laurent Ferrier, a passionate automobile enthusiast, took
third place in the overall 24 Hours of Le Mans Race in
1979 behind the wheel of a Porsche 935T. Caught up in the
wave of euphoria following this achievement, Laurent and
his partner François Servanin, who is also fascinated by
watchmaking, set themselves the challenge to create their
own watch - an exploit met some 30 years on.
Free from pressures and ties, and drawing on his experience
of over 37 years in a leading watchmaking company, he
realised the timepeace of his dreams. In 2010, he gave his
own name to the brand: «Laurent Ferrier». He took the bold
step of developing his own movements to remain totally
independent.
Far from the frenzy of high design and the quest for originality
at any cost, he proposes a return to fundamental values. His
timepieces are created, assembled, decorated and adjusted
in his own Geneva workshops, remaining true to traditional
stylistic codes yet infused with state-of-the-art engineering
www.laurentferrier.ch

PRACTICAL INFORMATION
VEHICLES ACCEPTED

LOGISTICS

An event open to all types of sports, classic and modern
cars of all generations, with a limited total number.

A minibus will follow the rally with seats available if
required.

ENTRY FEE

LITHOGRAPH AWARDS

Entry fee (excluding hotels) per team including 1 driver and

The ceremony will take place on Saturday 17 June when
we arrive in Chamonix Mont-Blanc.

1 navigator: €4,650 excluding VAT, i.e. €5,580 including
VAT (20% VAT).

SAFETY & SECURITY

ACCOMMODATION

You will be in constant contact with the organising team.
When you arrive, your cars will be parked in a secure
parking area.

TEAMS

For participants who would like, the event organisers can

THE ORGANISATION, A FINELY-TUNED TEAM.

We have decided not to include hotels in the entry fee for

recommend hotels, some of which offer preferential rates.

A rally can’t be set up with just a click of the fingers. For the Driver’s Rally Reims-Chamonix, Franz relies on a loyal
team which he has been working with for a long time to organise these special events. The organisers focus on
logistics on the ground to ensure entrants have peace of mind.

the following reasons:
- In this way, each participant is free to choose the class
best suit their needs.

Your peace of mind is what matters most to us. You can count on an expert assistance team throughout our rally.
Included in the entry fee: Light repairs, tyre checks, fluid level checks etc. plus a recovery vehicle to repatriate any
vehicles which have broken down. Not included: Major servicing or repairs.

- If participants already have a principal or second
residence along the route, it prevents unnecessary costs.
- By paying for hotels directly, participants save the VAT
(20%) on the cost of hotel services, which would have been

A Road Trip
The Driver’s Rally Reims-Chamonix is an event open
to all types of sports, classic and modern cars of all
generations.

Photo report
A photo report will also be shot during the rally. These
photos will be sent to participants after the Driver’s Rally
Reims-Chamonix.

Organised as a road trip, it will take place in 3 stages
running from Reims to Chamonix and covering
approximately 250 km per day.

Souvenir Book/Album
A souvenir book/album featuring photos taken during
the Driver’s Rally Reims-Chamonix will be given to each
participant.

It will take place almost entirely on public roads. This
means that the highway code must be strictly observed
for the entire route.
Attire
Each team will receive the official Driver’s Rally ReimsChamonix kit.
Evening events with fellow enthusiasts
Relax and unwind at get-togethers with the «Driver’s
Rally spirit».

Numbered lithograph
A numbered lithograph featuring the Driver’s Rally
Reims-Chamonix 2023 design will be given to each
participating team. This image by Hervé Voët is inspired
by the Circuit de Reims-Gueux, where our rally will start.
With a keen eye, you’ll also be able to spot Mont Blanc in
the background.

At this time of year, the weather is usually pleasant and
sunny.

of hotel (how many stars) and the type of guest rooms to

ASSISTANCE, AVAILABLE AT ALL 3 STAGES.

WHAT SETS THE REIMS-CHAMONIX DRIVER’S RALLY APART?

WEATHER

included in the entry fee.

MEALS
- 4 aperitifs and dinners for two, including drinks.
- 3 lunches for two people with drinks included.

PROGRAMME
Wednesday 14 June 2023
From 3 pm onwards, participants will arrive and welcomed
to the Circuit de Reims-Gueux facilities.
7.30 pm: Briefing, followed by a drinks reception and
welcome dinner.
From Thursday 15 to 17 June 2023
The Driver’s Rally Reims-Chamonix in 3 stages.
Sunday 18 June 2023
Participants leave

CONTACTS
Sarl Driver
88, chemin des Orcettes 74400 Chamonix Mont-Blanc - France • contact@driversrally.com • +33 7 66 37 79 81

Gérard Cuif

Franz Hummel

Arnaud Bachelard

franz.hummel@driversrally.com
+33 6 08 62 84 70

Communication Manager
arnaud.bachelard@driversrally.com
+33 6 89 84 77 12

Road Book/Entrant Relations
gerard.cuif@driversrally.com
+33 6 30 21 55 0

Hervé Voët

Jean-Luc Fournier

Graphic Designer
rv@hervevoet.com
+33 6 11 76 02 99

Entrant Relations
jeanlucfournier33@gmail.com
+33 6 13 72 41 16

Jean-Pierre Ronco
Coordination Manager
jp.ronco@driversrally.com
+33 6 61 52 20 79
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What would life be without a little pleasure?
Today, my pleasure is spending a good deal of my time giving back to the motorsport
industry in recognition of what it has given me.
Connecting Reims to Chamonix has been a long-held dream of mine.
From the Circuit de Reims-Gueux, where we organised Les Week-Ends de l’Excellence
Automobile in the past, to the Circuit du Grépon, where we held annual meetings for ice
racing enthusiasts, in June 2023, our ambition will become a reality.
To make this experience even more wonderful, I will take you along the roads and through
the vineyards of Champagne, Bourgogne, Jura and Switzerland, with stages that will
give you as much pleasure behind the wheel as they will enjoying a glass.
From Wednesday 14 to Sunday 18 June 2023, come along and join in the spirit of our
Driver’s Rally, based on simplicity, conviviality and with plenty of great surprises in store!
See you soon in Reims!”
Franz

www.driversrally.com
by

